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St. Thomas’ Day 2005 

Any excuse for a Party!  And what better reason than that St. Thomas’ Day falls on a Sunday this year and our church rooms are 15 years old?!  Therefore, following the morning Communion Service on Sunday 3 July, everyone is invited to a (bring-your-own) Picnic in the vicarage garden and church grounds, complete with bouncy castle, children’s games and cream teas!  (Other attractions are still being considered – more details later). This will be an opportunity to enjoy being God’s family together and, at the same time, celebrate the way God has used the church rooms and say thank you to three people who were deeply involved in their being built (Hughie and Wendy Armitage and Chris Turnbull-Ross).  In truth, the rooms are just one of the many reasons we have to be grateful to Hughie and Wendy and I wholeheartedly echo Marjory Wade’s words: 

For many years Hughie and Wendy have looked after the day to day maintenance of the church and hall and church rooms.  Much of the work they have done has been unobtrusively in the background, mending broken tables, cleaning out cupboards, changing light bulbs, coaxing reluctant heating in the hall and rooms to work and generally caring for the building.  They have also over the years arranged and supervised many work parties to carry out larger jobs providing manpower, material, know how and cups of coffee. Hughie and Wendy have done this work not for personal gain or glory but for the Lord so that the buildings reflect the love of the Lord to all who use them.  

We also want to express our gratitude for what God has done, and is doing, by combining this celebration with a gift day.  We are inviting you to use it as a focus for giving towards a major capital project, the replacement of our church’s sound system.  This is now urgent as the present ageing system was only ever designed for speech reinforcement (not music) and is in imminent danger of packing up completely.  The only reason we are not more aware of its deficiencies is the great skill and patience of Ken Franks at the sound desk, and our musicians, who battle through against the odds each week!  We want to follow  the example of St. John’s
congregation and replace it with a quality system robust enough to last for many years.  Unfortunately, this kind of equipment does not come cheap – current estimates are in the region of £17,000.  We already have some money set aside for the purpose, but not nearly enough, so your gifts are needed now to make it happen.  Don’t be afraid that we might get more than we need (!), because any surplus can go toward the eventual purchase of a data projection system to replace the faithful Overhead Projector.

Alan Coutts

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  

Alpha Holy Spirit Day
Fri 10 June  8.00pm - 10.00pm

Sat 11 June 10.00am – 4.00pm

As in recent years, we would like to open this up to anyone

who would like to come

– especially if you have been on a previous course,

but missed the Holy Spirit Day.

Please have a word with Allan or Ivor Saxby if you are interested.

St. Thomas’ Day Picnic and Gift Day
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(after morning service)

15th Birthday of Church Rooms
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‘Thank you’ to Hughie & Wendy

(& Chris Turnbull-Ross)
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Gift Day for new sound system

Bouncy Castle and children’s games

Cream Teas and more…!

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

WITH CHILDREN, FOR CHILDREN, WITH YOU

This year the great celebratory Annual Festival of Thanksgiving and Dedication is at Winchester Cathedral, near enough to go and to meet other supporters.  Do put the date, Saturday 17th September, in your diaries.  Even if you cannot go, do think about them and use this prayer:

Loving Father, help us to bring resurrection life to the many children in our own country for whom every day is Good Friday.  Help us to discover that it is both a joy and a privilege to share in this life-giving work.  Amen.

Margaret M Howard – Chairman, Trowbridge Area Committee.

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

CREAM TEA at ST THOMAS’ VICARAGE
Saturday 4th June     3.00-4.30pm

Cake Stall

entrance fee £2.50
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UNITY CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP
AND RESOURCE CENTRE

By the time you read this edition of the magazine I hope that a number of you will have attended the Annual General Meeting held at the end of April, when the Annual Address was given by the Rev. Peter English on ‘Expanding the Vision’.

On behalf of the manager, staff and trustees, I do thank you for your prayers and financial support throughout the past year.

The shop is doing well with regular support from the churches and their members, but we are still not meeting our weekly targets which are required if we are to become self sufficient. I believe that at the commencement of 2005 we have reached the stage when like Nehemiah he recognised the challenges to his work, and equipped the workers to be on their guard day and night. Do not let us forget that two previous Christian Bookshops had to close in Trowbridge due to lack of demand, and perhaps people forgetting the resource and service which was available. Satan remains in 2005 ‘a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour’.

We have to recognise that costs have risen. Internet purchasing has now become more widely used, and Wesley Owen has opened in Bath. As stated our present growth has still not reached its weekly target, and therefore we are still reliant on the support of church donations such as St James’.

Without doubt the shop has proved an immense value in providing a Resource Centre to the church community, by receiving and distributing information, and being a vital means where by the churches are able to communicate their plans, its overall potential is enormous.

With this background it is crucial that we together ‘Expand the Vision’. Through its resources the overall purpose is to provide personal spiritual growth, be it through the large variety of books 
(many with special offers), music, gifts and greeting cards. The vision therefore is really very simple, and this is the challenge, that of encouraging all church members in every church to use the shop. If every member used the shop to purchase all his or her various greeting cards our financial target would probably be achieved.

We will require further volunteers in staffing the shop, so if you feel that God may be calling you to give a few hours morning or afternoon do please arrange to meet with Liz and discuss further.

In conclusion I would ask that you continue to pray for the project, praising God for bringing it into being and remembering that He is Lord and ‘we are dependent upon Him’.

NOEL PIZZEY, Chairman of Trustees
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SUPPORT FOR THE SUDAN CHURCH ASSOCIATION

Once again I would like to say a big “Thank you!” to all those who have supported the Association by buying new stamps for their Christmas mail and other letters; for bringing in for me old, used postage stamps; and for handing over old picture postcards.

In the year ended 30 June 2004, the sale of all such items raised £26,388 for the Association, which means for the Anglican Church in Sudan (the Episcopal Church of Sudan).  One of the principle uses of such funds is to help with clergy salaries, and the Association passes on all that is raised without any deduction for administrative expenses.

Please continue to support the SCA.  New stamps are available all the year round, not just at Christmas, and picture postcards and used stamps can be put in the box at the back of the church at any time.  Stamps of all countries are needed, but the current, small, British Queen’s head 1st class (gold or orange) and 2nd class (blue) are now of no value as so many millions have been sold.  Whatever the stamps, please cut round them with care; the slightest damage renders them worthless, unfortunately.

Let us do even more to help our brothers and sisters in Sudan.

Jim Scott  
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
NEW READERS REQUIRED!
Did you know we have a church library? Did you know we have been putting brand new books on its shelves for weeks now? Why not go and take a look!

You will find the bookcase on your left of the baptistry don’t be scared it won’t bite!! Have a good look choose a book or tape to borrow, and sign the book.

Not sure which one to borrow? We will be recommending some over the coming months, in the meantime just ask! Julie, Stuart and Mike

Recommendations

Lisa Bevere- Out of control and loving it       Lisa frankly discusses how to give God more control of your life. I particularly liked it as she discusses chaotic and stressful households! How she nearly totally lost her temper with her young son, who wouldn’t stop whining. And the chapter that really spoke to me was about being too busy, how asking for help is not a crime. Couldn’t put this one down!  
Focus on Sudan
Sudan has been in the news several times over the last year; but as so often happens the media loses interest and moves on to other stories. However the issues are at least as relevant now as they were then. Fortunately mission and aid groups continue their work with much dedication. As a church we support the Sudan through the Salisbury Diocese which has for many years maintained a vibrant link with Sudan. The aim is ‘to foster a strong living partnership, based on fellowship and prayer between the Salisbury Diocese and the Episcopal Church of the Sudan’. Funding has been and continues to be provided for numerous projects through this link.

Earlier this year the signing of the peace agreement in Nairobi on 9 January between the (northern) government of the Sudan and the south has been welcomed. People are now feeling confident to move back from neighbouring countries as well as from America and Europe. The church under the leadership of Archbishop Joseph Marona is taking steps to heal the wounds of 21 years of civil war. There is a long way to go. A special meeting of the country’s bishops planned for April appears to have been cancelled because of the dangers of travel to Juba where the meeting was planned to have taken place. The state of emergency was still in force and land-mines on the roads had not been cleared. Our continued prayers are needed for peace and an effective response to the challenges of resettlement, relief and rebuilding.

Let us also continue to be faithful in prayer for resolution of the conflict and an end to the suffering for the people of the Darfur region. The tragedy of rape, killing of civilians, shortage of food and water and insecurity continues to the disgrace of the international community. The government of the Sudan is failing to provide protection for its people and the world is failing to prevent massive loss of life and atrocities against helpless people. 
Andrew Sharland







































