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Dates for your Diary
As easy as A,B,C… Alpha Brings Change!

Amazingly it is now ten years since I led my first Alpha Course!  I look back with gratitude to God for each course.  They have all been worthwhile and lives are changed every time.  Alpha came as such a breath of fresh air for me at that time.  For years I had believed I ought to be evangelizing… and felt guilty that I wasn’t!  At last, here was a method of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ that anyone can be involved with. But there are two dangers with something, like Alpha, which has become such a normal part of life (indeed it’s hard to imagine church life now without it):

1) We can take it for granted.  Alpha goes on, year in year out, and we can forget the difference it makes.  However, I only need to look around our church on a Sunday to see the number of people who have come to faith, or grown significantly, as a result of Alpha.  Praise God!  It really is working.

2) We can get weary.  Alpha is hard work and I am so grateful to the army of leaders, helpers, prayers, table layers, cooks, washers up, flower arrangers, invitation deliverers etc. etc. who make Alpha possible each time.  Be encouraged; you are making a difference.  And if you notice someone getting tired, why not step in and offer to take over their job for a while?

As we gear up for Alpha again this Autumn, there are a couple of new developments to keep us fresh, in addition to the normal national campaign of posters, bus backs and invitation leaflets.

1) Alpha Launch Supper at Marston House near Frome (Saturday 17th September).  This will be a ‘beacon’ event aiming to attract up to 200 people, with former Cabinet Minister Jonathan Aitken as guest speaker. It will be a high quality evening that you can feel comfortable inviting non-Christian family, friends or neighbours to.  We have reserved a few places or you can book direct (see notices or speak to Margaret in the Office for details).

2) An all-new 60-second Cinema Commercial will run on 2,000 screens nationwide from 9-15 September and 23-29 September as part of this year's Alpha advertising campaign.  A list of Odeon, Cineworld, UCI and Showcase cinemas that will feature the advert will be posted in the Invitation section of the Alpha website (uk.alpha.org).  The commercial itself will be available to download from the website from 9 September. 

The Course at St. Thomas’ will again be on Wednesday evenings (beginning on 5 October), so as always now is the time to begin inviting people.  Members of St. John’s are of course very welcome to bring your friends etc. along too!  Another exciting development is that one of our Cell Groups hopes to run a small cell based course in a home.  The vision for Alpha in the UK remains the same: the evangelisation of the nation and the transformation of society.  I pray that God will give us a fresh sense of excitement about what He is going to do through Alpha, locally and nationally, this Autumn.

Allan Coutts

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Christmas Fairtrade
Richard and Caroline Dunnett  will be gathering together an order for Traidcraft for the end of September. If you would like to order from them please look at a catalogue and place an order with them. You pay on delivery of the goods. They will also have samples of Traidcraft Christmas cards with them on 18th September when they will also be running the usual Traidcraft stall. If you place an order with them, not only will you be helping people in the less developed world, but also helping St Thomas’ as at least 10% of their sales will come back to the church to support the installation of the new PA system.  Last year over £30 was raised for the Morogoro fund. 
REMEMBERING A FRIEND

Always cheerful

Never tearful,

Always here,

There,

Often in his armchair

Sometimes sleeping

Often dozing

Although, if asked

‘Are you sleeping,

  or dozing?’

He would say

in a playful way

‘I’m not having a ziz,

  I’m inspecting the insides of my eyelids’

He had a two-tone memory,

Historically as clear as a bell

Yet day-to-day shattered like a shell

His jokes would leave you moaning

Groaning

Jokingly

Complaining

At his childlike

Jipes

And japes

That, told early or late

Was always

Definitely,

Indisputably

Robert humour.

By train

By taxi

He made his weekly

Weekend journey

To a nearby city

First to evangelise

Then later to become theatrically culturised 

He went about his life

With a strong, sure unshakeable faith

He knew where he was going in life,

We all know where he has gone in death

                                                                By Neill Cadmore 15/06/05

Written following the very sad and sudden death

of Robert Raiss

@Copyright Neill Cadmore 2005 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Francis Report on New Wine (Groundbreakers)
It was fabulous, because we learnt about Esther, Gideon, Samuel and Jesus. We took our bikes and rode around the site. The best bit was when our leaders or parents got gunged, and Daniels’ Mummy got her hair sprayed pink to celebrate her unbirthday! The rain didn’t matter at all. We still had a good time. By the end we were all superheros for Jesus and God.
 
Love Francis
Our Church Family

I am constantly amazed at how fortunate I am to have become a member of a real church family. Our church is very special with God right at its centre. We all come week after week to be taught and fed, to worship and praise, and to pray and be blessed by the Holy Spirit. No amount of money can ever pay for the riches we receive.

When I became treasurer I had no idea whatsoever of the actual cost in monetary terms this very special place takes to run. Or, for that matter, how many people were involved in the smooth running of all that takes place here. These people work, as I do, on a voluntary basis. The cost of this cannot even be estimated. I can, however, give you an idea of how much it costs, on a monthly basis, and refer you to the chart at the end of this message.
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We do have enough committed givers to cover these costs, with a little left over. To continue enjoying these really good facilities we need to keep them in good repair, and in some areas renewal is necessary. I am sure, like me, you will continue to review your giving on a regular basis to keep our books in the right colour.

The actual figures represented in the chart are as stated below. Remember, this is monthly!


Deanery Share


£3,400


Church Office


£   200


Insurance


£   200


Cleaning


£   500


Heating/Water


£   500


Salaries


£1,085


Organisations


£   150


Printing


£   150


Sundry
*


£   815

*Training/Materials/Bins/Wine/Music etc.

TOTAL COST: £7,000

This, of course, does not include the annual giving made on your behalf to good causes and any renewal and repair work necessary, which add a further £1,500 per month to this figure. Nor does it take into account any new building planned for future years.

However, we all know that God has plans for St. Thomas’ and with His grace we will meet our objectives in His time. 

Carol Brown

Vicar’s Postscript!

In the way of all vicars, perhaps I can be allowed to add what Carol would never dream of saying: how greatly blessed we are to have a Treasurer such as Carol, who combines cheerful efficiency and attention to detail with such an obvious heart for what God is doing among us.  Carol has made it known that, by the end of her next full year in office, she would like to be working in tandem with, and training up, a successor who could take over in 2008.  Please pray that God will show us such a person.  I also wholeheartedly endorse Carol’s plea that we take seriously the real cost of running St Thomas’ and recognise that these costs will continue to rise year on year.  We rejoice to believe that growth and advance are the natural state of Christ’s church, but must not forget this has a financial implication.









Allan Coutts
Letter from Nick Lock

Dear Allan,

I write to express my sincere gratitude to you and all the folk at St Thomas’ for making my stay during the 10 week placement term such an enjoyable one. I was made to feel very welcome from the moment I arrived.

I found worshipping with you all to be an uplifting spiritual experience. The teaching was enlightening, and the worship group of the highest quality. It was a real pleasure to see so many people engaging and enjoying in praising the Lord, and a privilege to be able to share in a small way in the life of such a vibrant, often exciting and always Christ centred community.

I learned an awful lot during my time with you, and return to my home parish a little wiser and a little better equipped for ministry than I was before I left. Could I ask you to particularly thank Graham, Ivor and Cindy for so generously giving up their valuable time to help me complete some of the modular exercises? Also, could you thank Hughie for helping me understand the history of the church? All of the effort given here was greatly appreciated, and the insights I gained from our meetings were hugely valuable.

Can I also take this opportunity to thank the cell group that meets at Reuben’s home for their hospitality during a very enjoyable evening? As well as being able to share such good company, I was wined, dined and able to get to know them all a little. 

I now look forward to a bit of a break; my last year of training begins in September. If all goes according to plan, I should be ordained next year, and I do hope as many of you as possible will be able to make the ordination service.

In closing, can I wish you every success for the future at St T’s? You have given me some lovely memories which are a cherished part of my training and will remain with me in the years to come.

Once again, my thanks to you all for making me so welcome, I hope I get the opportunity to return the compliment one day.







With love and prayers,









Nick

Dates for your Diary
SEPTEMBER

Fri

2
7.30pm
St John’s PCC

Mon

5
10.00&1.00
Parents  & Toddlers restarts, Church Hall




7.30pm
Mission Awareness Group, 18 Roundstone St

Tue

6
2.00pm
Holy Communion BCP, St Thomas’




7.45pm
Staff meeting
Fri

9
11.00am
Friday Prayer Group restarts

Sat

10

Alpha Team Training

Sun

11
3.00pm
Carnival Service (United Church)

Tue

13
7.30pm
Deanery Synod (St Barnabus, Beanacre)

Wed

14
7.30pm
Impax (Crusaders) restarts, Paxcroft Mead 




District Centre

Sat

17
6.30pm
Alpha Launch, Marston House (see advert)

Sun

18
10.30am
Harvest Thanksgiving, St Thomas’




12.30pm
Harvest Lunch, St Thomas’

Tue

20
12.30pm
Town Prayers, St James’





7.30pm
St Thomas’ PCC

Sat

24

Paxcroft Mead Celebration Day

Sun

25
12.30pm
Cell Leaders Lunch (Church Rooms)

Wed

28
2.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting: Sharing News




7.45pm
Worship Leaders Meeting (Vicarage)




OCTOBER

Sat

1

Children’s Ministry Day (see separate advert)

Sun

2
10.30am
Harvest Thanksgiving, St John’s

Tue

4
2.00pm
Holy Communion BCP, St Thomas’




7.45pm
Staff meeting
Wed

5
7.15pm
Alpha begins

Fri

7
9.15am
West Ashton School Harvest

Sat

8
7.00pm
St John’s Harvest Supper - 





(auction for Tearfund)

Tue
11

7.45pm
Standing Committee

Sat
15

9.30am
“Earnestly Desire Spiritual Gifts”





St Thomas’, (see separate advert)

Sun
16

10.30am
Healing Service, St Thomas’





12.30pm
Bread & cheese lunch in aid of Tearfund




6.00pm
TACT Service & AGM, Wesley Road 





Methodist Church

Tue

18
8.00pm
Junior Church Leaders meeting

Wed
26

2.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting:





Tony & Margaret Curtis from Open Doors 

Advance Notices

3 Nov
8.00pm 
Church Prayer Evening

6 Nov

Confirmation Service, Holy Trinity, T’bridge

11/12 Nov

Alpha ‘Day’

19 Nov

Missions Coffee Morning
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Launch of Alpha 2005

Saturday 17th September, 6.30-10.00pm

with Guest speaker, Jonathan Aitken

Drinks & Evening Meal

at Marston House, Marston Bigot, Frome

tickets £7 each - please contact the parish office


[image: image2.wmf]
‘WORKERS FOR HARVEST’

“Earnestly Desire Spiritual Gifts”

with Margaret Knight and team

from St Andrews’, Chorleywood

Saturday 15th October 2005

9.30am – 5.00pm

At St Thomas’ Church

 booking forms in the office

Service of Praise and in Thanks to the Volunteers of Trowbridge
at The United Church

 on 4th September at 3.00pm

To celebrate the work of unpaid volunteers, to thank them

and to raise the profile of volunteering.

Speaker: Dr Ray Jones, director of WCC Adult Care
Trowbridge Carnival Youth Procession

and Thanksgiving Service

The Trowbridge Carnival week of celebration will, as usual, finish with the Youth Procession and Thanksgiving Service.  this will take place on Sunday 11th September at 3.00pm at the United Church, and will be led by the Rev Bob Hartman from the Bethesda Baptist Chapel.  Music will be provided by the Trowbridge and District Youth Band and the Bethesda Music Group.  Members of all church and chapel congregations are invited to attend the service, after which the procession, led by the Chippenham Sea Cadet Band will go to the park, where, at the March Past, the Salute will be taken by The Mayor of Trowbridge, Councillor Arthur Ransome.

Ted Pomeroy

Procession Organiser 
1st October: Children’s Ministry Day
(Holy Trinity, Trowbridge)

with Doug Horley and Bob Hartman

10.00am – 12.00  &  2.00 – 4.30pm

Training event for children’s leaders

and potential leaders

6.00 – 7.30pm

Children’s Praise Party (5-12years)
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