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Pray, pray, pray!

Three events coming up this month turn my mind to the central importance of prayer.  On Thursday 3 November, we invite St. Thomas’ congregation to gather for our termly Church Prayer Evening.  The format will again be varied, worshipful and participative.  Previously people have commented that this format is a helpful way for non-experts (i.e. all of us!) to engage meaningfully in prayer. On Tuesday 15 November, there will be a training evening on Leading Intercessions in Church (all are welcome) and on Saturday 26 November some of us will be going to the first New Wine National Day of Prayer in Oxford.  More details of all these can be found in the centre pages.

Prayer is relationship.   Prayer is not a religious observance designed to manipulate God into acting.  It is conversation and communion with our closest friend.  Personal friendship with God is one of our highest values.  David said, One thing I ask – to be in God’s presence (Psalm 27:4).  Jesus said, One thing is needed – to sit at His feet (Luke 10:42).  Paul said, One thing I do – press on to know Christ more (Philippians 3:13).  Are we putting that one thing above everything?   As John Wimber used to say, the main thing is keeping the main thing the main thing!

Prayer is intercession.   Intercession means appealing to a higher authority (God) on behalf of a third party (other people and nations).  It often involves feeling a deep identification with the person’s predicament, while always retaining a firm grasp of the grace and power of God to act.  A good example of this is Moses’ prayer when the people of Israel made and worshipped the golden calf (see Exodus 32).  It would have been easy for Moses either to angrily ask God to punish them, or to try and make excuses for their sin.  He did neither.  Instead, he appealed to God’s character (His faithfulness to His promises) and God’s reputation (the honour of His name) and God had mercy.

Prayer is spiritual warfare.  This should not unduly alarm us, but it is a reality.  I find the following principles helpful (see Ephesians 6:10-20, 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, 1 Samuel 17:47, Isaiah 54:17):

1) If we align ourselves with God, we are in a battle like it or not!

2) Our enemies are not other people but spiritual powers of evil.

3) God gives the armour, weapons and strategy for this battle – never trust your own!

4) God fights the battle for us.  Our part is to pray, praise, stand firm on His word, and wait for Him to act. 

God answers prayer!  Many Christians have been praying that the proposed legislation on Incitement to Religious Hatred will not become law in its present form as this could be used to curtail our freedom to preach from the Bible.  The news that this was decisively rejected by the House of Lords encourages us to keep praying.  Thank you also for your ongoing prayer for Alpha.  As always, God has graciously brought people along and given us the joy of sharing this wonderful course with them.  I look forward to seeing you on some of the occasions mentioned above.

Allan Coutts
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I STAND
I stand before your rugged cross

The weight of sin upon my back

And as I start to lay it down

My worldly clutter, I unpack

Sorry for the way I've been

I know I've hurt You very much

As I repent for all I've done

Forgiveness falls with gentle touch.

Next I offer up my life

My home and family

Possessions, job, my hopes and fears

Everything of me

Cleansed by Your most precious blood

I'm perfect in Your sight

And I can walk, secure in You

Surrounded by Your light.

Mike Bullock

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

WITH CHILDREN, FOR CHILDREN, WITH YOU.

I am pleased to say that we raised around £600 from the car boot sale, Carnival Country Fayre and our Raspberry Tea.  Thank you to all who supported us.  Have you got your 2006 diary yet?  If so be sure to put “Quiz Supper” in on Wednesday 8th February.  Tickets will be available from your local representative early in January.  Could you arrange a small fund raising event?  Perhaps a carol sing, a coffee morning, a Christingle service, or some bright idea of your own?

Sadly this year there will not be a Charity card shop in Trowbridge.  I will be arranging some Saturday morning card sales in The Salvation Army premises in Castle Street from October 29th until December 3rd.  Do come along and buy some TCS cards.  There will also be some from a limited number of other charities, as space allow.

Every year 100,000 children under 16 run away from home due to family conflict, violence or abuse and find themselves in even greater danger on the streets.  Whatever needs a child on the street may have, TCS aims to support them and ensure that others do too.  There are only 10 safe beds in refuges in the whole of the UK for these children.  TCS is asking MPs to support the Safe and Sound campaign.  An early day motion has been tables in Parliament calling for the “swift establishment of a national network of safe places for children and young people”.  Will you let your MP know that you support the campaign and ask him to support the Early Day Motion?  Do pray that many MPs will add their support.

Margaret M Howard – Chairman, Trowbridge Area Committee
Postage Stamps – in support of

our brothers and sisters in Sudan
Once again I would like to remind everyone at St. Thomas' that by buying postage stamps from me they can give 10% of the face value of the stamps they buy to the Sudan Church Association, to help the Anglican Church in Sudan.  There is no difference in cost between what is paid at the Post Office and what is paid to the Sudan Church Association.  The stamps are available all the year round, but this is a lovely way to give a Christmas present to our brothers and sisters in Sudan.
 

I can supply however few or many you would like to have.  Usually, there will be two stamps to make up the value to either 21p (2nd class) or 30p (1st class).
 

Given 7 - 10 days notice, I can also supply stamps to make up other values, for example for overseas postage.
 

I will be happy to take orders for either immediate delivery or for later delivery if preferred.  Payment by cheque is preferred, made payable to Sudan Church Association.
 

I am very grateful to all who have supported the fund-raising for the Association by giving me their used postage stamps and old picture postcards.
 

Jim Scott
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Dates for your Diary
NOVEMBER

Tue

1
2.00pm
Holy Communion BCP, St Thomas’




7.45pm
Staff meeting (Vicarage)

Wed

2
7.15pm
Alpha

Thur 

3
8.00pm
Church Prayer Evening

Sun

6
10.00am
Confirmation Service, Holy Trinity

Mon

7
am&pm
Toddlers restarts after half-term





7.30pm
Mission Awareness Group

Tue

8
7.30pm
St Thomas’ PCC

Wed

9
7.15pm
Alpha




7.30pm
Impax restarts after half-term
Fri/Sat
11/12

Alpha Holy Spirit Weekend

Tue

15
7.45pm
“Leading intercessions in Church”





St Thomas’ Church rooms

Wed

16
7.15pm
Alpha

Fri

18
7.30pm
St John’s PCC (15 Fairdown Ave. Westbury)


Sat

19
10.00am
Missions Coffee Morning

Sun

20
12.30pm
Bread & cheese lunch in aid of Tearfund

Tue

22
7.30pm
Deanery Synod (Holy Trinity, Trowbridge)

Wed 

23
7.15pm
Alpha

Sat

26

New Wine National Day of Prayer (Oxford)




see Peter Maskrey for details
Sun

27
4.00pm
Christingle Service, St John’s

Wed

30
2.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting: Sharing News




7.15pm
Alpha

DECEMBER

Sat

3

ncounter launch Concert (see opposite)

Sun

4
4.00pm
New to Church Tea, St Thomas’ Church Hall

Tue

6
2.00pm
Holy Communion BCP, St Thomas’




7.45pm
Staff meeting (Vicarage)

Wed

7
7.15pm
Final Alpha

Fri

9
7.30pm
WACAP Christmas Concert, St John’s

Mon
12

am&pm
Toddlers Christmas Services & Party




7.30pm
WI Carol Service (St John’s)
Tue

13
7.45pm
Standing Committee

Wed

14
9.15am
West Ashton School Carol Service

Sun

18
10.30am
All Age Christmas Celebration, St Thomas’




12.30pm
Bread & cheese lunch in aid of Tearfund




6.00pm
Carol Service, St Thomas’

Tue

20
10.00am
Parochial School Carol Service (St Thomas’)

Thursday 3 November  8-00pm…

Church Prayer Evening

These termly ‘whole church’ gatherings are part of our ongoing commitment to pray for the nation.  As before, the format will be varied, fast-moving and participative and will include worship as the vital context for prayer for the nation and the church. 

Leading Intercessions in Church

Tuesday 15 November 7-45pm

A training evening for those who regularly do this, and for anyone else who is interested in the subject.

New to St. Thomas’?  There will be a Welcome Tea on Sunday 4 December at 4-00pm in the Church Hall.  This is an opportunity to meet some of the Staff and find out a bit more about the church.  Please contact the Office if you would like to come.

ncounter partnership

A group of churches in Swindon area are in partnership over the next two years supporting a Christian music band called ‘Collective’, which has been professionally trained by the World Wide Message Tribe in Manchester to work in schools across Wiltshire.  For more information see web sites: www.ncounter.co.uk and www.collectiveband.com . A launch concert has been planned for Saturday 3 December at Chippenham Neeld Hall. Tickets £8 for adults, £6 for under 16’s with large discounts on purchasing 10 or more tickets.  Contact the office for details of how to obtain tickets.

Adult Baptism by Immersion

There will be an opportunity for this on Sunday 29 January.  Please contact Allan or the Office if interested.







































