
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������� 	
�����
���������������
� � � � �����
�������������
� � � � ��	������
� � � � ��������
����
����
��
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����
���� ! ���������	
 �

� �� ���"�
� �! ��

���
����  
 

���������
���������
�
�

�����������������������������������

�
� ���������	
��
�
� ��������	�
����	�  
� 
����������������������	  
� ��������	���������	����	��������  
� �������
�����	������  
� �������������  
� �����������������	������  
� ���
��
����������	������������  
�
�
� ��� �������	�����!"#$%#!$  
 



���������	
���
�
����� 

 
At this year’s St. Thomas’ APCM we thanked David Goldstone for his 
many years’ service as Churchwarden as he stands down to spend more 
time on outreach and helping formulate plans for the future of Holy 
Trinity Church. I am immensely grateful to David for his friendship and 
support throughout my time as vicar.  He has never been less than 
encouraging and supportive, always greeting me with a big smile and 
‘That was great!’ at the end of the service (even if I knew it wasn’t 
really!). He has also shown a degree of loyalty I hadn’t encountered 
before, particularly his enthusiastic and ungrudging support for decisions 
which have gone against his personal opinion or preference. He has also 
been a congenial and prayerful travelling companion on two 
groundbreaking trips to the States (and to many less exotic places!). A 
verse from Proverbs came to mind, 
 
 ‘Let love and faithfulness (friendship and loyalty) never leave 
 you.’  (Proverbs 3:2) 
 
In paying just tribute to David, I also reflected how that spirit of friendship 
and loyalty permeates the St. Thomas’ family at all levels. The current 
‘line up’ of our Staff Team (just about to change) closely parallels the 
seven people who had particular access and input into Moses’ life.  This is 
the group of people, all recognised leaders in different areas of the church, 
with whom I share some of my leadership responsibility, and who act as a 
kind of advisory-cum-support group to me.  At present this consists of: 
 

Peter Maskrey (Prayer Ministry, AV etc.) who I liken to Jethro, the 
wise older man with a wealth of experience who brought Moses 
timely counsel (Exodus 18). 

David Goldstone and Marjory Wade (Churchwardens) I equate with 
Aaron and Hur, contemporaries of Moses who stood by him and 
held up his hands so that Israel would be victorious (Exodus 17:8-
16). 

 
 
 

 
Martyn Whittock (Junior Church/Services) and Ian Gibbons (Worship) 

are comparable to Bezalel and Oholiab, the highly skilled 
craftsmen/technicians who had the ability to carry out God’s 
design for the Tabernacle, lead teams, and teach others (Exodus 
31:1-11 & 35:30 – 36:2). 

Alison Bennett (Kingfisher Leader) and Steve Dewar (Youth Co-
ordinator) can be seen as Joshua and Caleb, the ‘can-do’ young 
men leading the charge into new territory (Numbers 13, 
Deuteronomy 1:34-38 & 31:7-8, Joshua 14:6-15).   

 
In addition to this core team, I find the same spirit of friendship and 
loyalty in the many, many others who occupy crucial roles in our church 
family : PCC members and Officers; Cell Leaders; Worship and Junior 
Church Leaders; Beracah and Toddler Leaders; Welcome, Ministry, 
Sound and AV Teams etc.).  In a sense, these can be likened to the family 
and clan heads (sometimes referred to as ‘Elders’, though not in the New 
Testament sense) to whom Moses devolved authority (Exodus 18 and 
Numbers 11).    
 
These comparisons to Old Testament figures are slightly tongue-in-cheek, 
but my thanks to all of you is sincere and heartfelt.  Thank you.    
 
Allan 
 

 
 
 
Trowbridge in Bloom is not just about the floral aspect of the town but 
also the community.  With this in mind, we will be holding a TIB 
Community Fayre on Saturday 14th August in Fore Street, 9.00 am -2.00 
pm.  No charge for the stall and all proceeds go back to each individual 
organisation/charity that participates. 
Items that we are looking for stall holders to sell would be plants, flowers, 
cakes, jams, vegetables etc.  It needs to be bright, cheerful, and creative.  
 A pre-meeting would be held approx one month before.  If interested, 
please contact: Jennifer Polledri   J.polledri@talktalk.net 
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Our Mission focus this month is on the work of Mission Aviation Fellowship.  
MAF is involved in various ministries around the world, from medical flights to 
evangelism, from education to relief work.  Every 3 minutes, an MAF plane is 
taking off or landing somewhere in the developing world.  The following is the 
latest news about just one area of MAF's ministry in Africa. 

**** 
 
Mission Aviation Fellowship    News to SHARE May 2010  
 

Busy flying in Uganda  
 
MAF’s ministry in Uganda also covers flying into southern Sudan. 
Our pilots flew a total of 272 hours in February, covering a distance 
of 42,045 miles. They landed at 295 places to deliver 574 
passengers and 7,280kg of freight.  
 
And the following months have been even busier. We collected a 
lady from Sudan with a badly infected foot that had started to go 
gangrenous. She had an operation on arrival in Kampala to  
remove the infected parts of her toes.  
 
A doctor who was part of a medical team working for a short time in 
Gulu, Uganda, had an infected intestine and needed to come to 
Kampala for treatment.  
 
The passengers on a flight to Mundri, southern Sudan, were 
medical staff from an organisation called Never Thirst. They were 
going to work at a nearby remote hospital, and had packed a 
number of holdalls with the medicines they needed for the patients 
for the week. However, when they arrived at Entebbe, they 
discovered more than half of the medicines were still at Heathrow! 
A total of 277kg had been left behind. Fortunately, they had packed 
the bags with a variety of medicines so they had the complete 
range they needed, just not enough for the week. The rest arrived 
at Entebbe the next day, and we arranged for one of our aircraft to 
take the supplies up so they could complete their work.  
 
 



On the return flight, we brought a four-wheel all-terrain motorbike 
back to Arua in Uganda for servicing. CMS mission partners David 
and Heather Sharland based in Lui in Sudan find this vehicle is a 
really practical way of getting people and goods along the rough 
tracks around Mundri. David works in agricultural development and 
Heather works in community health. Both have a lot of experience 
of rural community-development work in Africa, particularly with 
poor and marginalised people.  
 
Another flight took Sam Tsapwe and a small team from Jesus Film 
Ministries across to Bukasa Island on Lake Victoria. They then 
travelled by boat to another island for two nights of outreach. When 
we collected them, we were happy to find out they found a small 
church on the island. They hadn’t known the church was there. The 
pastor was pleased to receive their support.  
 
Later the same week, pilot Simon Wunderli evacuated a patient 
from Tonj in southern Sudan to receive treatment at the hospital in 
Juba. The patient had received four gunshot wounds, one of which 
to his throat was causing breathing difficulties. Simon had stayed at 
Juba the previous night to do a return flight to Rumbek for a local 
church group and a mission.  
 
Please pray for our busy team, for the people of Uganda and for 
those we serve in southern Sudan. 
 

**** 
 
P. S. David Sharland is Andrew's brother. 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Parish Office: tel:  01225 754826 

 
 

The Sons of Korah 
If you haven't heard about them, they are a group of four Australians 
who set the Psalms in a modern style of music which is highly 
effective.  Google their name to find a few online samples of their work! 
The concert will be taking place at St. Thomas' Church at 7.30 pm on 
the 21st May.  Tickets will be £8 each (£5 for full-time students under 
18).  Available from Brian Wade (765860). 
The event is being staged jointly by St. Thomas' Church and the 
Trowbridge branch of the Bible Society.   


