Pentecost All Age Service 15/05/05   (Acts 2:1-13)

Summary of Talk. There is a powerful invisible person in this room.  He’s called the Holy Spirit. That might be a bit scary, except that He’s a wonderful person who loves us and will never hurt us.  He is God, just as much as Jesus is.  Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead and lots of people saw Him and talked to Him for forty days.  Then He went back to His Father in heaven and the Holy Spirit came to carry on the work Jesus begun.  Jesus could only be in one place at a time, but the Holy Spirit is everywhere at once – that’s why He has to be invisible!  

The Bible says the Holy Spirit is like wind, fire and water.  Each of these is invisible (under some circumstances!), but you can feel them and they are powerful natural forces.  The Holy Spirit is invisible, but we can feel Him and see His power at work.  

A final example of something you can’t see, but is very powerful (not in Bible!) is the Internet. 

Where is the internet?  Hard to say… but you can connect up anywhere in the world and the whole

internet is at your finger tips.  I have two computers, one has Broadband (always connected, quick,

emails come all the time, surf the net instantly.  The other has Dial-up connection  (so slow!  Only

get mail when you bother to connect up.  It’s a real pain!) Are you a broadband Christian, or a dial 

up Christian? Are you connected to the Holy Spirit all the time or only when you feel like dialling? 

Some people feel the Holy Spirit more strongly than others or in different ways.  Feelings aren’t that important.  What matters is to have Holy Spirit living in you.  Then there are two big ways the Holy Spirit helps us: He helps us serve Jesus, and He makes us like Jesus. Those two ways are called the Gifts of the Spirit and the Fruit of the Spirit.  

1)  Gifts.
Here’s a list of some of the gifts the Bible tells us about. These aren’t things you 

were born with.  They come because the Holy Spirit is in you.  And they help us to serve Jesus. 

wisdom

  
  service

knowledge

  teaching

faith


  encouraging  

healing


  administration 

miracles

  leadership

prophecy

  mercy

discernment
  
  evangelism

tongues

  giving

interpretation
God gives us different gifts too.  It doesn’t mean you’re better than someone else if you have a gift 

they don’t.  They’re all wonderful and they’re all for our good.  All we have to do is receive them, 

use them, and thank God for them.  I’m not going to say any more about that, because we’re having

a whole weekend in October when Margaret Knight is going to come and teach about the Gifts of 

the Spirit.

2)  Fruit.  The most important thing of all the Spirit does is to make us more like Jesus. The

Fruit of the Spirit is listed in Galatians 5:22-23. Who wants to be like that?  This other list Galatians 

5:19-21) is a preview of next week’s episodes of  Eastenders! (Actually, they’re called The Works 

of the Flesh and they’re the opposite of the Fruit of the Spirit).  We don’t want to be like that, but 

like the first list (loving, joyful, kind, peaceful, patient etc.)  Fruit takes time to grow and ripen. It

doesn’t just appear on the tree over night. The Fruit of the Spirit grows gradually too, but if you stay 

connected up to Him, it will grow in your life.

2) Questions:
1)   Read Acts 2:1-13.  All analogies for the Holy Spirit are limited.  Out of wind, fire, water, or the internet, which do you find most helpful and why? 

3) Are you a Broadband Christian or a Dial-up Christian?!

4) Read Galatians 5:22-23.  Which of the fruit of the Spirit would you most like more of? (It may be appropriate to share this in pairs and pray for one another). 

