Cell notes 29 May 2005 – Built on the Rock

Illustration 1: The Diver who saved Winchester Cathedral

In the early 1900s, it was discovered that the East end of Winchester Cathedral was sinking and about to break away from the rest of the building.  No one realised that the cathedral had been built on a peat bog, and although it had stood miraculously for 800 years, the inadequacy of the foundations was now beginning to show and the structural integrity of the building was seriously compromised.  It was literally in danger of breaking its back.  Experts were called in and a huge national appeal for funds was launched, but the future of the cathedral remained in doubt.

The normal remedy for this kind of problem is called underpinning. You shore up the building, dig out small sections of the faulty footings and replace them with new stone.  In this case, they had to dig down through fifteen feet of marly bed and peat before they found a layer of gravel stable enough to base the new foundations on.  The problem was that the water table was so high, that as soon as they dug a hole, it immediately filled with fifteen feet of water.  Big problem!  Then someone came up with the novel idea of employing the services of a diver, called William Walker who took the train to Winchester from his home in London every Monday to Friday for six years, from 1906 until 1912.  Every day, he would be lowered under the water, in a primitive diving suit, taking bags of sand and cement to seal the trenches. Then the water could be pumped out and the builders go to work on the underpinning. So for six years, William Walker worked away, in complete muddy darkness, gradually moving round the building section by section.  There was probably an element of early PR, or clever appeal management, but he soon became something of a national hero and was known as, The Diver who saved Winchester Cathedral.  

Reading:  Matthew 7:24-27

Illustration 2: Isn't it strange.













Isn't it strange that you can't find a word to say when you're praying, but you have no trouble thinking what to talk about with a friend?

Isn't it strange how difficult it is to read one chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a popular novel?

Isn't it strange how everyone wants front-row-tickets to concerts or games, but they do whatever is possible to sit at the last row in Church?

Isn't it strange how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers say, but we question the words of the Bible?

Questions:
1)  Illustration 1:   What parallels/challenges can be drawn from the story of William Walker and the underpinning of Winchester Cathedral for: a) Your life/family,   b)  The church,  and c)  The nation?


2)  Reading:   What does Jesus’ parable of the houses on rock and sand add to this?  What ‘storms’ most commonly threaten our ‘houses’ today?


3)  Illustration 2:   Which of these statements do you find most challenging?  Do you need prayer/help from the group?

