It’s Amazing – Grace!

Read Romans 3: 21-26. Then focus on these two verses:
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:23-24

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
· We are in a mess.
· We cannot sort it out. 

 “...and are justified freely by his grace...” 

· God comes to the rescue. As soon as we realise and ask forgiveness - we pass on to mercy.
· God forgives us... puts us right. Not based on effort or goodness. 
· God assures us of heaven. This is all ‘grace’ (‘charis’) in action! It’s a mega-word, a dynamite word!

· We are determined to live good lives, to live up to being saved, not in order to get saved!

 “...through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

· And it’s all down to Jesus.
· He shows us what God is like (all we need to know), he suffers the punishment we deserve, he triumphs over death and blazes the trail ahead of us, he is in heaven and when God looks at those who trust in him he sees them bright & fresh and clean because of what Jesus has done! 

Applying the scripture:

1. If you asked the average person on the street how to get to heaven? What do you think they would reply? 

2. How have they go these ideas? What does that say about the challenge facing the Church in 2005?

3. So, how do you get to heaven? How would you explain the meaning of these verses quickly and simply? [And you’re not allowed to used words like ‘justification’, ‘redemption’, or to use any vocabulary that is not in everyday use.]

4. What differences should this belief make to everyday life? Make a list of the key impacts (it could be endless - so prioritise!)

5. What are the greatest barriers to: (a) believing this great truth, (b) allowing that belief to turn into life-changing action? [This could lead to ministry time.]
