Cell Notes 13 November 2005  (Sermons 30 Oct & 13 Nov)

Sermon outline:     A glimpse into Paul’s heart (his value-system)      Acts 20:13-38

Paul’s farewell address to the elders of the church in Ephesus touchingly reveals the values which drove his ministry.

1) A Jesus lifestyle (18-19)

2) Preaching and teaching (20,25-7)

3) The Gospel (21,24)

4) The leading of the Holy Spirit (22-3)

5) Endurance and perseverance (23-4)

6) Leadership/pastoral care (28-31)

7) The Word of God (32)

8) Hard work (33-5)

9) Helping the weak (35)

10) Giving (35)

11) Prayer (36)

12) Fellowship/relationship (37-8)

Setting the scene (5 mins.).  Read Acts 20:13-38.  Get a feel for what is going on by asking these questions:  Why is this a special occasion?   Who was present?   What emotions were they feeling?
In depth Bible study (10 mins.).  Give out the list of Paul’s values printed above.   Ask the group which headings jump out, then look at the verses in brackets after that heading and ask,  How is this value revealed in these verses?  Is this one of my values?   Repeat for as many headings as you have time for.

Application (15 mins.).  What is God saying to you through this passage?  Allan’s conclusion was that these values are like sleepers in a railway line.  One or two missing = a bumpy ride, several missing = derailment!   Are you a good advertisement for the Christian faith?   Is your value-system being shaped by the Book or the Box?  (Rom 12:2)  
