Preparing for Christmas.
Malachi 4:1-6.

Mark 13: 26-27 & 32-37.

Setting the theme.

· Advent means ‘arrival’. 
· For Christians: a time to focus backwards and forwards at the same time:                     (a) celebrating Christ’s birth, (b) looking forward to His coming again. 
Bible reminders.
The Prophet Malachi taught:

· The day of God’s judgement will surely come. An end to this world as we know it

· It will be a time of both Judgement for many & Liberation for those trusting in God. 

· In this, Malachi concertinas two great Advents: (1) The promise that God will come to bring this world to its end, (2) Before that, God’s messiah will come to save people, ready for that Final Advent; Jesus explained: the promise that Elijah would return, referred to the role played by John the Baptist pointing people to Jesus (Matt. 11:14, see also Luke 1:17). 

· Before then God’s people have a responsibility to get busy – reconciling & bringing healing; to save society from judgement.
In Mark, Jesus taught his followers:

· He will return in glory.

· He will at that point gather in all His people (living and dead). And a new age will begin.

· No-one knows when. So be ready & prepared.

Both help us understand how Christmas is a ‘getting ready’ time?

· Getting ready to particularly focus on celebrating Christ’s coming into the world. 

· Recognising He will return again. A time to review your life. Am I ready?

· The Christmas impact: (a)celebration, (b)recalling the basics of what we are about, (c)a renewed incentive to proclaim the message (both of joy and of warning).

Applying the scriptures: 

1. What from the readings do you find most challenging? What do you find most encouraging?

2. What about Christmas do you find most challenging? What do you find most encouraging?

3. Look at the 10 thoughts on Preparing for Christmas. [Please copy the following list of ideas from the sermon on Sunday.] Share any you have found helpful. Are there any you have difficulty with? Have you any other Christian Advice on preparing for Christmas you feel led to share?
4. Spend a time in smaller groups asking God to reveal to you anything particular He wants you to do this Christmas. It might be a way of preparing He wants you to do, or a person He wants you to invite, an event He wants you to host, a problem He wants to heal... After listening, pray for each other and if God has revealed an insight, then pray as any words, or pictures, from God guide you.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Preparing for Christmas:
1. Send explicitly Christian cards. 

2. Get a Christian Advent Calendar. Take it in turns for a family member to read them. It builds through December as a wonderful reminder.
3. Father Christmas – be frank if asked. 
4. Set limits on cost. Be creative not driven by society. Get on top of the process!
5. Set up a Nativity Scene as a family – talk about the pieces, remind children of the story. You can do this without children too!
6. Create traditions: decorate your Christmas tree to a CD of carols, sing along, have some mince pies afterwards. Make it a reminder, not just one more job.

7. Decide on a family gift to those in need. Decide as a family. Explain to children why you are doing this.

8. Have some Christmas drinks. Invite a few friends & neighbours, along with members of your cell, or other Christian friends. 

9. Invite friends to the Christmas services: the All Age Christmas Celebration,  the Carol Service,  the Midnight Communion, Christmas Day services: 9am Holy Communion or the All Age Christmas service. Worship Jesus on His birthday! 

10. Get ready personally: 
· Enjoy the carols in the shops (sing in your head – worship in Tescos – the Word became flesh and that extends to wherever people are), 

· Set yourself the task of reading the gospel Christmas accounts: Matthew 1: 18-25, Luke chapter 1 & ch 2:1-20, John 1:1-14. A few verses per day through December. You can use the 24 readings provided on Sunday.
· Ask God to make this a Jesus-centred time for you. For Him to be paramount above the busy preparations. 
