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1 Samuel 3:1-11 
 
[NB. During the service people of all ages were invited to come to the front and contribute to 
a ‘prophetic’ artwork.  See photo attached.] 
 
Samuel was a young person (‘boy’ means he was under 12).  He had never heard God before 
– nor had anyone else (the word of the Lord was rare v.1).  He thought it was something else 
at first – only the fourth time did he get the message.  
 
Lessons for us:    1) God didn’t just speak in the past – He speaks today (even more). 
   2) God doesn’t just speak to adults, but to young people. 
   3) God speaks in many different ways (‘languages’). 
 
The Bible and Jesus are the main ways God speaks.  But he also uses other ways e.g. visions, 
dreams, other people, unusual coincidences, audible voice… megaphone!  (NB ‘the word of 
the Lord was rare… there were not many visions.’)   
 
He addresses individuals: 1) To get our attention. 
    2) To let us know we are special to him. 
    3) To change us/our future.  
 
E.g. Allan’s ‘green to orange’ testimony – God speaks the language of colour (He created it!).   
 
There is a danger of getting weird/wacky (beware!), but it’s worth the risk when you see 
people changed by receiving a personal word from God (Samuel’s whole future was 
determined by this event).   
 
 
Questions: 
 

1) Why was the word of the Lord rare in those days?  Is it rare today? 
 
2) What did hearing God’s voice do for Samuel?   
 
3) What is the most unusual way God has ever spoken to you?  How does He usually 

speak?   
 

4) Did God speak to you through the experience of contributing to the painting, or 
watching others do so? 



 


